
Department of Finance and Personnel 
 

DRAFT RATES (AMENDMENT) (NORTHERN IRELAND) ORDER 2004  

 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The draft Rates (Amendment) (Northern Ireland) Order 2004 (‘the 

Order’) will be made under paragraph 1(1) of the Schedule to the 
Northern Ireland Act 2000 (c.1) subject to approval by a resolution of 
each House of Parliament. 

 
2. This Explanatory Memorandum has been prepared to assist the 

reader in understanding the Order. It does not form part of the Order. 
 
BACKGROUND AND POLICY OBJECTIVES 
 
3. The draft Order aims to make several key changes to the rating 

system in Northern Ireland. The changes relate to the non-domestic 
sector and emanate from a fundamental review initiated by the former 
Northern Ireland Executive in 2000. This Review is aimed at 
establishing a modern and fair rating system in Northern Ireland.  

 
4. The reforms contained in this draft Order are the introduction of 

vacant property rating in the non-domestic sector from April 2004 and 
the phasing out of industrial derating by 1 April 2011. The revenue 
raised as a result of these reforms will be reinvested through the 
Reinvestment and Reform Initiative to help fund infrastructure projects 
in Northern Ireland under the Strategic Investment Programme.  

 
5. The draft Order also includes an enabling provision that will allow the 

Department to introduce, by subordinate legislation, a further key 
reform - a hardship rate relief scheme - that will apply in exceptional 
circumstances. 

 
CONSULTATION  
 
6. The policy decisions to phase out industrial derating and introduce the 

rating of vacant non-domestic property were announced in April 2003 
following an extensive public consultation exercise in 2002 on rating 
policy issues. The industrial derating proposals were also the subject 
of detailed discussions with representatives of the business 
community in early 2003.  

 
7. A further consultation exercise was launched in October 2003 on the 

Proposal for a draft Rates (Amendment) (Northern Ireland) Order 
2004. The Proposal was also debated in the Northern Ireland Grand 
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Committee in January 2004. Article 8 of the draft Order was inserted 
in response to the views expressed during the consultation exercise 
and the debate. This provision gives the Department the power to 
make regulations to introduce a hardship rate relief scheme. The 
policy options for such a scheme are currently being examined and 
the Department intends to exercise the power to make regulations as 
soon as possible after policy decisions are taken.   

  
OVERVIEW OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE ORDER 
 
8. The Order contains nine Articles and four Schedules. Articles 1 and 

2 set out the title and commencement dates and include interpretation 
provisions.  

 
9. Article 3 provides for the phasing out of industrial derating. It will 

have the effect of bringing the policy on the rating of industrial 
property in Northern Ireland into line with the position in the rest of the 
United Kingdom: Industrial derating was abolished in England and 
Wales in 1963 and phased out in Scotland by 1995. The phase out 
period will begin on 1 April 2005 and full rates in respect of industrial 
property will become due on 1 April 2011. The incremental 
percentage of rate liability due in each year of the phase out period is 
set out in Article 3 and this Article also gives the Department a power 
to vary these percentages with the approval of the Assembly. The 
draft Order does not preclude new applications for industrial derating 
at the prevailing rate being made during the phase out period. 

 
10. Article 4 (and Schedule 1) imposes a liability to pay rates on 

persons entitled to possession (usually the owners) of certain vacant 
non-domestic property. This represents a fundamental change to one 
of the principal tenets of rating law in Northern Ireland, that of liability 
based on occupation, and will bring the policy on the rating of vacant 
non-domestic property in Northern Ireland into line with the position in 
the rest of the United Kingdom. The amount payable will be 50% of 
the occupied rate.  The Department intends to make regulations that 
will provide for an initial three-month exemption period after which 
liability for the vacant property rate will begin. These Regulations will 
also list the properties that will be exempt from the new vacant rate – 
as set out at paragraph 25 of Annex 1. 

 
11. Article 5 (and Schedule 2) introduces a completion notice system in 

Northern Ireland similar to that currently operating in England and 
Wales. The purpose of this system is to determine the day on which 
unoccupied new buildings are to be treated as completed and 
therefore liable to the new vacant property rate. 

 
12. Articles 6 and 7 provide for a power to require information and a 

power of entry respectively. These powers are necessary to ensure 
the effective implementation of vacant property rating in the non-
domestic sector. 
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13. As explained in paragraph 7 above, Article 8 makes provision for the 
Department to introduce, by regulations, a hardship rate relief scheme 
that will apply in exceptional circumstances.  

 
14. Article 9 (and Schedules 3 and 4) sets out the supplementary 

provisions on Amendments, Repeals and Revocation.   
 
DETAILED COMMENTARY ON PROVISIONS OF THE ORDER 
 
15. A detailed commentary on the provisions of this draft Order is set out 

in Annex 1 to this Memorandum. Comments are not provided where 
the wording is self-explanatory. 

 
FINANCIAL EFFECTS OF THE ORDER  
 
16. The overall financial effect of this Order will be to widen the tax base 

in the non-domestic sector and to spread the burden of local taxation 
among businesses in a fairer way. Furthermore, the additional 
revenue raised by introducing a new rate on vacant non-domestic 
property and re-introducing the rating of industrial property on a 
gradual basis, will be used to boost public spending in key areas such 
as health, education and transport and to fund in part the substantial 
investments planned on major infrastructure projects in Northern 
Ireland under the Reinvestment and Reform Initiative (RRI) 

 
17. The potential amount that could be raised from the rating of vacant 

non-domestic properties is estimated to be in the region of £8m per 
year. This represents the best estimate of ‘settled yield’. Taking 
account of the initial three-month exemption period and potential 
collection difficulties in the early stages associated with the bedding-in 
of any new tax, it is anticipated that less will be raised in the first year 
or so.    

 
18. It is expected that the long-term yield from the removal of industrial 

derating will be around  £55m, allowing for potential reductions arising 
from appeals. These figures are based on around 5,200 industrial 
properties currently in the Valuation List becoming liable to full rates in 
2011. Applying the 15% rate liability applicable in the first year 
(2005/2006), the yield is expected to be around £8.5m.  

 
19. Both vacant properties and those occupied for industrial purposes are 

already valued for rating purposes and entered in the Valuation List. 
In terms of implementation costs, the Rate Collection Agency will 
incur additional staff costs associated with the creation of a new 
register of new persons entitled to possession of vacant non-domestic 
property. Once systems have been established, it is anticipated that 
the ongoing administrative costs will not be significant and will in due 
course be absorbed into normal business activity.  The additional 
administrative costs associated with the phasing out of industrial 
derating are likely to arise from an increase in appeal applications.  
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Both the Valuation and Lands Agency and the Rate Collection Agency 
are resourced to deal with the anticipated caseload.   

 
20. The introduction of a hardship rate relief scheme will lead to some 

loss of revenue and initial operational costs will be incurred but these 
are not expected to be significant in overall terms. This will be 
considered prior to the finalisation of policy options and to the making 
of the Regulations that will give effect to the scheme.   

 
EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS  
 
21. The provisions of the Order are compatible with the Convention on 

Human Rights. 
 
EQUALITY  
 
22. Equality Impact Assessments have been carried out on both the 

rating of vacant non-domestic properties and the phasing out of 
industrial derating. They are available on the Internet at 
www.nics.gov.uk/ratingpolicy or on request from the contact address 
shown in paragraph 32 below.  

 
23. In relation to vacant property rating, no differential impacts on the 

equality groups of gender, age, religion, marital status, dependents 
and race were identified. There was evidence that persons with a 
disability are more likely to reside in areas with greater concentrations 
of vacant non-domestic property and that they will be 
disproportionately affected compared to persons without a disability 
but this is likely to be in a positive way. There was no quantitative 
data on which to assess the impact on the sexual orientation and 
political opinion groups.  

 
24. In relation to the phasing out of industrial derating, the assessment 

concluded that males, Irish travellers, married persons and those with 
children were likely to face a disproportionate adverse impact. In 
addition, one response during the consultation exercise identified 
young persons as being particularly vulnerable. In the religion and 
disability categories, there is unlikely to be a differential impact. There 
was no quantitative data on which to assess the impact on the sexual 
orientation and political opinion groups.  

 
25. Notwithstanding the differential impacts that were identified in both 

cases, mitigating measures were not considered necessary but the 
impacts will be monitored on a regular basis.  

 
26. The introduction of hardship relief may have an impact on any of the 

section 75 groups. However, these impacts can only be assessed 
after ‘exceptional circumstances’ trigger the implementation of the 
scheme. However, the scheme will be devised in such a way as to 
cover all groups in the community. 
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SUMMARY OF REGULATORY IMPACT  
 
27. Regulatory Impact Assessments were carried out on both the rating of 

vacant non-domestic properties and the phasing out of industrial 
derating. They are available on the Internet at 
www.nics.gov.uk/ratingpolicy and on request from the contact address 
shown in paragraph 32 below.   

 
28. Overall, it is considered that the introduction of vacant property rating 

in the non-domestic sector will have a positive effect by providing an 
incentive to bring vacant property into occupation and use. There may 
be a marginal impact in the short term on speculative development in 
secondary areas but vacant property rating is expected to lead to an 
adjustment in rental values and acquisition costs in the medium to 
long term. 

 
29. The Regulatory Impact Assessment on the removal of industrial 

derating concluded that there was a significant risk that the immediate 
and complete removal of industrial derating in the current economic 
climate would contribute to some business failures and lead to the 
migration of mobile firms. While many firms would be able to absorb 
the costs, it was considered that even a few business casualties 
would be unacceptable. The transitional arrangements for removal 
took this important factor into account and it was decided to phase out 
industrial derating over a long period of time. The evidence available 
indicates that this approach would significantly limit the increase in 
costs in any particular year and allow firms sufficient time to adjust to 
and budget for the cost.  

 
30. The additional revenue that could be raised from these measures to 

service borrowing for essential infrastructure projects and the short 
term multipliers effects associated with such investment were 
significant beneficial factors in both assessments. The overall 
conclusion was that the benefits of introducing the rating of vacant 
non-domestic property and the gradual phasing out of industrial 
property outweighed the costs. 

 
31. In respect of hardship relief, the regulatory impacts are expected to be 

positive. However, these impacts can only be assessed after 
‘exceptional circumstances’ trigger the implementation of the scheme.  
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FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
32. Printed copies of the Order and Explanatory Memorandum can be 

obtained from the Stationery Office Bookshop, 16 Arthur Street, 
Belfast, BT1 4GD.   
 
The Order and Explanatory Memorandum are available on the 
Internet at www.nics.gov.uk/ratingpolicy.  
 
Copies of the Equality Impact Assessments and the Regulatory 
Impact Assessments can be obtained also from the above website or 
by contacting: 
  
Rating Policy Division 
Department of Finance and Personnel 
Room D12  
Rathgael House 
Balloo Road 
Bangor 
BT19 7NA 
Telephone:  028 9127 7606 
 
E-mail: Ratingpolicy.cfg@dfpni.gov.uk  
 
Fax: 028 9185 8008 
 
The Explanatory Memorandum, which is available in alternative 
formats, is also available on request at the same addresses. 
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DRAFT RATES (AMENDMENT) (NORTHERN IRELAND) ORDER 2003 

 
 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 
 

 
COMMENTARY ON ARTICLES 

 
Article 1:  Title and commencement 
 
1. This Article titles the Order and provides for the date on which the 

Article of the draft Order will come into operation. This Article and 
Article 2 (interpretation) will come into operation on the day after the 
day on which the Order is made. Paragraph (1) of Article 3 (removal of 
exemption for industrial hereditaments) and paragraphs (2) and (3) of 
Article 9 (amendments, repeals etc) and paragraph (1) of that Article so 
far as it relates to paragraph (1) of Schedule 3 (amendments) will come 
into operation on 1 April 2011.   The remaining provisions of the Order 
will be brought into operation on a day or days to be appointed by the 
Department of Finance and Personnel.  

 
Article 2: Interpretation 
 
2. This Article provides for the interpretation of the Order and defines 

some of the expressions used in it.   
 
Article 3: Removal of exemption for Industrial Hereditaments 
 
3. This Article provides that paragraph 4 of Schedule 7 to the Principal 

Order (which gives effect to the derating of industrial properties by 
providing that their rateable value is nil) will cease to have effect on 1 
April 2011. 

 
4. Paragraph (4) of this Article inserts a new sub-paragraph (3) into 

paragraph 4 of Schedule 7, which provides details of the percentage 
of the rate payable on industrial property between 1 April 2005 and 31 
March 2011. Full 100% liability will not apply until 1 April 2011. A new 
sub-paragraph (5) is also inserted which enables the Department to 
vary the percentages set out in sub-paragraph (3). 

 
5. Paragraph (5) inserts a new provision (head (za)) in paragraph 4B(1) 

of Schedule 7, to explain how the relevant percentage during the 
phasing out period is to be applied where the property is occupied 
and used partly for industrial purposes and partly for other purposes.  
The part of the property that is not used for industrial purposes will 
continue to be liable to the full rate while the part of the property that 
is used for industrial purposes will be liable to the percentage rate 
applicable in the year in question. 
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Article 4: Liability to be rated in respect of certain unoccupied   
hereditaments 
 
6. Paragraph (1) of this Article inserts a new Article 25A in the principal 

Order.  
 
7. The new Article 25A provides that a person entitled to possession of a 

certain class of property will be liable to rates when the property is 
unoccupied. A property is unoccupied only if no person is in 
occupation of any part of it. A property that contains only plant and 
machinery is to be treated as unoccupied. 

 
8. Paragraph (2) of this Article inserts a new Schedule 8A in the principal 

1977 Order. This new Schedule is set out in Schedule 1 to this Order 
and is explained below in paragraphs 23 – 33. 

 
9. Paragraphs (3) to (5) provide for regulations to make any 

consequential changes to the legislation as a result of the introduction 
of vacant property rating. These regulations must be laid in draft and 
approved by the Assembly. 

 
Article 5: New Buildings  
 
10. Paragraph (1) of this Article inserts a new Article 25B in the principal 

Order.  
 
11. The new Article 25B makes provisions relating to the service of a 

completion notice on the person entitled to possession of a new 
building. 

 
12. Paragraph (1) of Article 25B gives effect to a new Schedule 8B, which 

is inserted in the principal Order by virtue of paragraph (2) of this 
Article. The new Schedule 8B is set out as Schedule 2 to this Order 
and is explained below in paragraphs 34 – 42.  

 
13. Paragraphs (2) and (3) of Article 25B provide for a completion notice 

to propose the date on which a new building is deemed to be 
completed. If there is no appeal against the notice, the completion day 
is that stated in the notice.  If there is an appeal against the notice, the 
completion date will be determined under the new Schedule 8B (see 
paragraphs 34 - 42 below).  

 
14. Paragraph (4) of Article 25B provides that the new building will be 

liable to vacant property rating from the day established as the 
completion day of the building. 

 
15. Paragraphs (5) and (6) of Article 25B make technical provisions 

relating to a new building produced by the structural alteration of an 
existing building. Where a completion notice is served in respect of a 
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new building that has been produced by the structural alteration of an 
existing building, the previously existing building is considered to have 
ceased to exist on the completion day and vacant property rating 
applies to the new building from that day.   

 
16. Paragraph (3) of this Article inserts a new paragraph 3A in Schedule 

12 to the principal Order. The new paragraph provides that where a 
completion notice has been served and the building to which the 
notice relates has not been completed by the specified completion 
day, the building is to be valued as if it were complete and in a 
reasonable state of repair. This provision ceases to apply when the 
building is actually completed and capable of being valued according 
to the usual valuation rules. 

 
Additional powers 
 
Article 6: Power of Department to require information where 
hereditament is unoccupied. 
 
17. This Article inserts new paragraphs (2A) and (2B) in Article 26 of the 

principal Order. 
 
18. New paragraph (2A) provides for the Department to serve a notice on 

a relevant person for the purpose of obtaining information that would 
identify the person liable to pay vacant property rate. Paragraph (2B) 
specifies the persons and bodies on whom a notice may be served 
under paragraph (2A). The persons and bodies are: 
• A district council; 
• A person renting the property or receiving rent in respect of it in 

the capacity of an agent; 
• A person entitled to possession of the property; 
• An estate agent; 
• A communications provider or a telecommunications operator; 
• A rail, road, water, dock, canal, gas, electric, post or airport 

undertaker. 
 
19. Failure to comply with a notice served under paragraph (2A) is an 

offence under Article 60 of the principal Order. 
 
Article 7: Powers of entry 
 
20. This Article inserts a new Article 26A in the principal Order (Powers of 

entry of persons authorised by the Department). The new Article 26A 
provides authorised officers of the Department with a power to enter 
non-domestic property for the purpose of gathering information. The 
power is exercisable at any reasonable time with the consent of the 
occupier or, if the property is vacant, with the consent of the person 
entitled to possession of the property. In the absence of such consent 
the power may be exercised after 24-hours notice has been given. 
Obstructing an authorised officer of the Department will be an offence.  
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A property that has been entered under this Article must be left in a 
secure state and compensation is payable if a property is damaged.  

 
Additional Reliefs 
 
Article 8: Hardship relief 
 
21. Article 8 inserts a new Article 33B in the principal Order. This new 

Article enables the Department to make Regulations providing for the 
amount of non-domestic rates to be reduced in exceptional 
circumstances where hardship would otherwise be suffered by a 
ratepayer.  

 
Supplementary 
 
Article 9: Amendments, repeals etc. 
 
22. This Article gives effect to Schedules 3 and 4 to this Order. It also 

provides for the Department to make consequential regulations and 
revokes a spent statutory rule relating to industrial derating.  

 
SCHEDULE 1 
  
23. This Schedule inserts a new Schedule 8A (Unoccupied 

Hereditaments) in the principal Order. 
 
Unoccupied hereditaments 
 
24. New Schedule 8A defines the type of property to which vacant 

property rating will apply. It must fall within a prescribed class, be 
included in the Valuation list and be a specified (i.e. non-domestic) 
hereditament as defined by The New Valuation List (Time and Class 
of Hereditaments) Order (Northern Ireland) 2000 (S.R. 2000 No. 342).  

 
25. Paragraph 1 (2) of the Schedule allows the Department to prescribe 

the class of property that will be liable to vacant property rate and 
paragraph 1 (3) sets out the factors involved in prescribing such a 
class. The Department intends to introduce regulations to come into 
effect on 1 April 2004 that will prescribe this class as all non-domestic 
property that consists of a building or any part of a building together 
with any land used for the purpose of the building, except those that 
meet certain conditions. These conditions will largely mirror those in 
England and Wales as set out in the Non-Domestic Rating 
(Unoccupied Property) Regulations 1989. In summary, the conditions 
that must be met to qualify for exemption will be: 

 
• Where the property has been unoccupied for a continuous 

period of less than three months. Any period of occupation of 
less than six weeks will be disregarded.  
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• Where the property is an industrial hereditament. This will be 
defined in the regulations to include a factory, a mine or a quarry 
but exclude a stand-alone warehouse. 

 
• Where the person entitled to possession is prevented by law 

from occupying or allowing the property to be occupied, e.g. 
under health and safety at work grounds.  

 
• Where the property is kept vacant by an action of the Crown, or 

a district council with a view to prohibiting occupation or to 
acquiring it, e.g. under health and safety at work grounds or with 
a view to vesting.   

 
• Where the property has a building preservation notice placed on 

it or it is made a listed building under the Planning (Northern 
Ireland) Order 1991. 

 
• Where the property is included in a schedule of monuments 

compiled under the Historic Monuments and Archaeological 
Objects (Northern Ireland) Order 1995. 

 
• Where the property has a rateable value of less than £2,000. 
 
• Where the person is entitled to possession only in his/her 

capacity as a personal representative of a deceased person. 
 
• Where there is a bankruptcy order within the relevant persons 

estate under the Insolvency (Northern Ireland) Order 1989. 
 
• Where the person is entitled to possession in his/her capacity as 

a trustee under a deed of arrangement to which the Insolvency 
(Northern Ireland) Order 1989 applies.  

 
• Where the person entitled to possession is a company being 

wound up under the Insolvency (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 or 
is being wound up voluntarily under that Order.  

 
• Where the person is entitled to possession in his/her capacity as 

liquidator under the Insolvency (Northern Ireland) Order 1989.  
 
• Where the person entitled to possession is the Foyle, Carlingford 

and Irish Lights Commission.   
 
 
26. It is also intended that any land, including agricultural land, that is 

exempt from rates by virtue of its particular use and occupation, will 
not become liable to vacant property rating merely because the land 
has ceased to be occupied and used for such purposes. 

 

 11



27. Paragraph 2 of the Schedule provides for the amount payable when 
the property is unoccupied to be 50% of the occupied rate. 

 
28. Paragraph 3 makes general provisions relating to a person’s liability 

to vacant property rate. It describes how liability to the rate is affected 
where a person ceases to be in occupation of a property for part only 
of a year. A person’s liability to the vacant property rate is in addition 
to any liability he may have arising from any period during which he 
occupied the property. The paragraph confines liability to vacant 
property rating to the actual period of the vacancy and in this respect 
it mirrors Article 19 of the principal Order that deals with liability to the 
occupied rate. As with the occupied rate, vacant property rate is 
payable in advance and this paragraph makes provision for the 
amount due to be adjusted where circumstances change and for a 
refund to be made in appropriate cases. 

 
29. Paragraph 4 enables the Department to bill the person liable to the 

vacant property rate even though the name of that person is unknown 
to the Department. 

 
30. Paragraph 5 makes specific provision for sports clubs. Under Article 

31A of the principal Order, most sports clubs are partially exempt and 
pay rates at a level of 35%. The general effect of this paragraph is 
that clubs will be liable to pay 17.5% (i.e. 50% of the occupied rate) 
on unoccupied premises, if it appears to the Department that when 
next occupied the premises will be used as a sports club. 

 
31. Paragraph 6 makes specific provision for nursing homes. Under 

Article 31B of the principal Order, a nursing home is wholly exempt 
from rates to the extent that the premises are used to provide nursing 
care and ancillary services to disabled and ill persons. The general 
effect of this paragraph is that a property is exempt from vacant 
property rate if, and to the extent that, it appears to the Department 
that when next occupied it will be used as a nursing home. 

 
32. Paragraph 7 makes specific provision for properties occupied and 

used for public, charitable or certain other purposes. Under Article 41 
of the principal Order, a property is exempt from rates to the extent 
that it is occupied and used for certain public, charitable and other 
purposes that, although not charitable, are considered to be of benefit 
to the general community. Such properties will be exempt from vacant 
property rate if, and to the extent that, it appears to the Commissioner 
of Valuation or the district valuer that when next occupied the property 
will be used for such purposes. 

 
33. Paragraph 8 provides that, in relation to the part of the principal Order 

that deals with the revision of the valuation list, appeals against 
rateable values and the right to receive documents, references to the 
occupier are to be construed as references to the person liable to the 
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vacant property rate where that liability arises. It also provides for the 
service of notices on such a person.  

 
SCHEDULE 2 
 
34. This Schedule inserts a new Schedule 8B: New Buildings (Completion 

days) into the principal Order. 
 
Completion notices 
 
35. Paragraph 1 provides for a completion notice to be served where a 

new building has been completed or where the Department considers 
that it can reasonably be expected to be completed within 3 months. 
The circumstances in which a completion notice can be withdrawn are 
also dealt with. A completion notice may not be served in relation to 
any building that is, or when next in use will be, a private dwelling. 

 
36. Paragraph 2 specifies the information a completion notice must 

contain and provides for the proposed completion day to be the date 
the notice is served (where the building is already completed) or a 
date, not later than 3 months from service of the notice, by which the 
building can reasonably be expected to be completed. Liability for 
vacant property rating commences from the day deemed to be the 
completion day.   

 
Determination of completion day  
 
37. Paragraphs 3 to 5 provide for the completion day to be determined by 

agreement between the Department and the person entitled to 
possession of the property and they provide that person with a right of 
appeal where an agreement cannot be reached. A first appeal may be 
made to the Commissioner of Valuation and, provided that appeal is 
not withdrawn, the Commissioner determines the completion day.  

 
Appeals 
 
38. Paragraph 6 deals with the serving of an appeal notice against a 

completion notice and paragraph 7 sets out the powers and duties of 
the Commissioner of Valuation in relation to such an appeal. 

 
39. Paragraph 8 allows the Commissioner of Valuation, if he thinks it 

appropriate, to transfer an appeal to the Lands Tribunal and 
Paragraph 9 gives the appellant a right of appeal to the Lands 
Tribunal from a decision of the Commissioner.  
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Position pending appeal   
 
40. Paragraph 10 provides that the vacant property rate continues to be 

payable during the appeal period. The Department must make 
regulations providing for the amount chargeable to be adjusted in light 
of the outcome of a final appeal and, where appropriate, for a refund 
of any overpayment to be made to the ratepayer. 

  
Supplementary 
 
41. Paragraph 11 deals with a class of building that, after it has been 

completed, requires specialist fitting-out. In such a case, the 
completion date is treated as being the date the fitting-out is deemed 
to have been completed. 

 
42. Paragraph 12 defines certain expressions for the purposes of this 

Schedule.             
 
SCHEDULE 3 
 
43. This Schedule makes detailed amendments in the principal Order 

consequential on the provisions of this Order.  
 
SCHEDULE 4 
 
44. This Schedule sets out details of legislation being repealed. 
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