
DcpaJ1mcntof financc and Pcrsonmd,
Rating Policy DivisiOn,
Room \)12 Rnthgnel House
BalIoo Road,
Bangor
BTI97NA

20thJune 2008

DearSirs.

I am concerned in my rates hilt that the tmn~itional rcHcf1Srapidly reducing and v.'ltb
aUthe other dramatIe Increases IDenergy, fOodand tax.,I do oot know how I will be
able to afford the already too high rates bin next year.

I have already been in contact with my iocal Valuations and Lands agency to point
out the discrepancy in their method of valuation. My house is valued far and above all
the properties around me simply, I believe, because my house is recently built. If an
the properties in the area were to be rc-valued and brought up to date with my
valuatIoneveryonewouldbe paying thesamerateas me and notdramaLica11yl~ss
Until such times I believe I should be paying pro rata to alJ the other properties aroWld
mewhichis, in some instances,1/81hof the true value. .

Reducing the upper value cap to £400.000 would go some way to reducing the unfair
gap, however I still believe it is too high for the services I receive. I am particularly
disappointed as small homes valued at £50.000 or less may only be paying £300 next
year when I will continue to pay nearly 10 times that amount This is unf.'1ir
con!>ideringthat both homes will receive the same level or services.

I have worked Mrd througbout my tife spending mon~y to belter our houses fur our
families. Now the reward for working bard to improve the area and the community is
to be unfairly taxed on the improvement in value of my home

1feel that faimess dictates that the cap is reduced to a minimum of £400,000 and a
re-valuation of all properties be implemented as a matter of urgency.

Meantime I also request in the interest of fairness that my home be valued on a pro
rata basis with properties in the area, reducing it to a more realistic£180.000to reflect
the norm in the area.
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