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Rating Policy Division,

Department of Finance and Personnel
Room D12, Rathgael House

43 Balloo Road, Bangor

BT19 7NA.

Dear Sir or Madam,

2007 Executive Review of Domestic Rating Reform
Consultation Response

1. General

In response to previous consultations, Fermanagh
District Council advocated that the same valuation basis
should be used for both the domestic and non-domestic
rating sectors. A discrete capital value system was
introduced for domestic ratepayers and, despite council’s
initial reservations, they would support the continuation
of the existing system, subject to the availability of
adequate and targeted relief measures.

o ii. In light of the volatile housing market , Fermanagh
District Council would contend that revaluation should be
carried out much sooner than currently indicated with a
commitment to regular revaluations, preferably every
three years.

iii. DFP should invest additional resources in Land and
Property Services targeted at achieving improvements in
the rating system by:

a. Facilitating more reqgular revaluation exercises.
b. Ensuring that rating lists are maintained on a more
timely and accurate basis
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¢. Ensuring prompt follow-up on rates arrears reducing
losses on collection.

Land and Property Services (LPS) should liaise with Building Control
Departments in local authorities to ensure that rating lists are
updated on a more timely and accurate basis in relation to new and
altered properties. New technologies should be investigated to
support this process.

Legislation should be introduced making it an offence not to inform
LPS of changes to properties that affect rate liability.

2. Tax Base Options
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Fermanagh District Council contends that the rating system should
continue to be a progressive tax based system, specifically a
property tax based system, and is thereby opposed to the options
included in paragraph 22.

Lower Cap - Council is opposed to the use of capping and considers
that the current practice of capping should be abolished.

Minimum payment — Council does not support this option.

Rating of empty homes - Council supports the rating of vacant
properties as a measure to accelerate the provision of affordable
housing and prevent decline, with appropriate relief for vacant
properties in rural areas.

. Tax Reliefs.

Council would contend that the following reliefs should be
maintained or introduced:

Continuation of the scheme provided for those engaged in full time
education and training

Continuation of transitional relief scheme

Extension of the Disabled Persons Allowance Scheme

Enhanced discount for farmers

Single pensioner discount

Introduction of circuit breakers for particular groups - Council
believes that this is a TSN positive relief as it would place limits on
the proportion of income that can be taken by property taxes, thus
targeting relief where it is most needed.






