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Clarke Black
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13 August 2008

Rating Policy Division

Department of Finance and Personnel
Room D12

Rathgael House

Balloo Road

Bangor

BT19 TNA

Dear Sir/Madam,
Review of Domestic Rating — Rating of Empty Homes

The Ulster Farmers’ Union (UFU) is the largest democratic voluntary organization representing
farmers in Northern Ireland. Our membership consists of ¢.12,500 farm families, the majority of
whom live in remote rural areas. The UFU have responded to past consultations on Rating System
reforms and consider it pertinent to do so again.

The UFU has voiced its opposition to the original proposals on rates. It is our view that
amendments and new proposals such as this have been introduced to offset the faults in the original
proposals. The idea of rating empty homes to recoup income foregone by the recent changes only
puts additional pressure on those least able to pay.

The main point of our objection is that this proposal goes directly against the logical principle that
where a service is not being used then no rates be levied, in other words, an empty home does not
use any services and therefore should be exempt from rates.

The proposal to rate empty homes raises potential conflicts with other statutory provisions and
discriminates against a number of Section 75 groups. Consequently the UFU are requesting
an early meeting where our concerns can be dealt with clearly and effectively.

Our response to the consultation is set out in two parts. Firstly we will set out our opinion on
specific farming-related queries and in the attached appendix, I have raised a couple of questions of
our own which are not clear in the Consultation,

The UFU appreciate the scope for this rating review, namely addressing the practice of landlords
who speculate in the purchase of property and keep said property empty before selling on, we are
concerned that it could unfairly impact upon the farming community, On a broad sense, we feel
that since an empty home does not utilise any services, it should not have to pay any rates. In other
words, rates should cease, once the house is vacated.
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