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Dear Sirs

CRAIGAVON BOROUGH COUNCIL
RESPONSE TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS - MAY / JUNE 2008

REVIEW OF DOMESTIC RATING

RATES DEFERMENT SCHEME FOR HOME OWNING PENSIONERS
RATING OF EMPTY HOMES
DATA SHARING

The Couneil at its monthly meeting of 4 August 2008 ratified the attached responses to
the questions in the public consultation documents listed above.

I trust this 1s in order.

Regards,

Gordon Wallace

Head of Finance
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CRAIGAVON BOROUGH COUNCIL

REVIEW OF DOMESTIC RATING

RATING OF EMPTY HOMES

PUBLIC CONSULTATION — MAY 2008

QUESTIONS IN DOCUMENT

QUESTIONS

| ANSWERS

Section 2 Background to the rating of empty homes

low value homes be excluded from

rating?

I Do you have any views on the No.
general issues raised in this
section?

2. How best should unfit, low value | Unfit properties with a minimal market value
properties be dealt with when should be excluded from rating due to the

. rating empty homes? cost of collecting this income.

3 How best can the rating of empty | By rating those properties which are vacant
homes be introduced without for more than six months only (as in GB)
stifling property development / will lessen the impact of the rates cost to the
impacting on housing OWners.
affordability?

Section 3 Key Issues
Subsection 1 Level of Liability

L. What are your views on the rating | As per paragraphs 48 and 49 of the

of homes at 100%7? consultation, a lower percentage would
reduce the incentive to bring property back
into occupation, whilst a higher percentage of
200% would result in higher rates bills when
a property 15 empty and discourage reporting.

2. Do you think there should be any | No
exceptions to this?

- Subsection 2 Phasing the rating of empty homes ——

3. Would there be any merit in No. such a move would reduce the incentive
introducing rates on empty homes | to bring properties back into use.
on a phased basis?

4. If this measure were introduced Stepped lability, as in paragraph 52 of the
what type of phasing would be consultation in which rates are assessed at
appropriate — capital value 50%, 75% and 100% over three years, seems
threshold, stepped liability, new simplest.
versus occupied properties or
district council area? ;

Subsection 3 Application of a minimum capital value
5. Should certain categories of empty | Yes, as there would be relatively high

collection costs for a relatively small amount
of income.




excluded?

6. Should a minimum capital value Yes

be applied to the rating of empty
i homes?

i Would a minimum capital value be | Yes, by immediately elimmating those
an effective way to deal with low | beyond economical repair.
value properties that are in
disrepair or derelict?

8. If a minimum capital value were The £20,000 level suggested in paragraph 59
introduced for empty homes what | seems reasonable as this would cover just
level should this be set at? under 5% of empty homes.

Subsection 4 _Initial Exemption Period

9. What are your views on an initial | An exemption period should be applied to
exemption period not applying to | allow owners to sell or let the property as 1s
the rating of empty homes? the case in GB for Council Tax.

10. | If there is to be an initial The six month period used in GB seems
exemption period how long should | reasonable.
this last?

I1. | Should a different approach be An initial exemption of 12 months as
adopted towards new sugoested in paragraph 63 of the consultation
developments, in order to seems reasonable to ensure the supply of new
encourage the supply of new homes 1s not discouraged.
homes?

12. | Were a |2 month exemption Due to the current housing market climate
period provided for new empty there should be an exemption period for all
properties should there be any new properties to allow the property to be
exclusions to this? sold
Subsection 5 C ion Noti

13. | At which point should a new On 1ssue of a completion notice.
domestic property be deemed to be
“complete” for the purpose of an
empty homes charge?

14. | Should the approach be similarto | Yes
that adopted for the rating of
empty business property”

| Subsection 6 Exclusions

15. | Should certain classes of domestic | Yes
properties be excluded from rates
when empty?

16. | If so, what categones should be Those listed on Paragraphs 68-72 for reasons

such as legal requirements, Government
action, the owner s in long term care |
probate or preservation notice, all seem
reasonable,

For paragraph 73 in relation to those
properties owned by prisoners, the property
should be rated as the individual has left the
home empty because of his/ her own actions.







