From; Patrick Cumiskey [pat.cumiskey@banbridge.gov.uk]

Sent: Thu 03/07/2008 10:37
To: Rating Policy CFG
Subject: Rating of Empty Homes

| refer to your Department's Consultation Document dated May 2008. At a recent Council
meeting Members asked that | convey their views as follows:

(1) The Council generally supports the Department's attempt to bring more empty properties
into occupancy status.

(2) The Council considers that a 100% rating liability on empty homes is excessive.

(3) It is suggested that a 50% rating would be more appropriate with the possible exception of
properties held by Developers.

(4) The Council was particularly concerned that the valuation allowance for farmhouses is
retained and that unoccupied farmhouses are not automatically rated.

We trust the Council's views will be reflected in the Department's deliberations.
Regards

Pat Cumiskey
Director of Corporate Services
email: pat.cumiskey@banbridge.gov.uk

Banbridge District Council
Civic Building, Downshire Road, Banbridge, BT32 3JY

tel: 028 406 60608

To help promote the use of Electronic Documents and to be kinder to the environment, please
consider whether you really need to print this e-mail.


mailto:pat.cumiskey@banbridge.gov.uk

